New major histocompatibility complex genes.
The MHC is a region of some 4 megabases that has been studied intensively owing to the large number of diseases that are associated with susceptibility genes within this region of the genome. The total number of genes located within the MHC is now approximately 100, but more can be predicted. Recently identified genes within the MHC include PERB6, a large gene producing multiple transcripts located between HLA-B and TNF, and PERB1, a member of the protein tyrosine kinase-gene family. PERB6 was identified by YAC probing of tissue blots, while PERB1 was identified by genomic sequencing.